structure to the octagon with windows on
which the dome rests, is accomplished by
small horse-shoe arches at each corner.
This dome is made of concave sections.
Its ribs are supported by brackets. When
it was built, the mihrab was decorated
with tiles of metallic lustre which were
brought from Baghdad. Originally the
mosque had ten entrances out of which
two are now walled up. The gate called
"Bab Leila Regiana " built in 1284 A.D.
has a cupola which is very similar to the.
dome that crowns the square minarets.
This minaret is the oldest in existence and
its rather plain and simple appearance
indicates that in the beginning minarets
were just plain square towers which later
on developed into divers beautiful forms.
The minarets that belong to the great
Mosque at Damascus and those of the
Mosque at Medina, also built by Walid,
present the earliest forms of such minars
or towers.

^Except a few columns,
the bases and capitals which are of exquisite
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